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PARS and GES Data 

PARS, which became operational in 1975, contains data on a 
census of fatal traffic crashes within the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico. To be included in PARS, a crash must 
involve a motor vehicle traveling on a trafficway customarily open 
to the public, and must result in the death of an occupant of a 
vehicle or a nonmotorist within 30 days of the crash. 

The 2001 PARS data file used for the statistics in this report was 
created in June 2002. The updated final counts for 2000 are 
reflected in this report. The updated final counts for 2001 will be 
reflected in the 2002 report. 

GES data are obtained fi-om a nationally representative probability 
sample selected fi*om all police-reported crashes. The system 
began operation in 1988. To be eligible for the GES sample, a 
police accident report (PAR) must be completed for the crash, and 
the crash must involve at least one motor vehicle traveling on a 
trafficway and result in property damage, injury, or death. 

The 2001 GES file used for the statistics in this report was 
completed in July 2002. 
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FARS and GES data can be obtained by downloading any of the 
published files from the Internet, at ftp://ftp.nhtsa.dot.gov/FARS 
or ftp://ftp.nhtsa.dot.gov/GES. The files are available in SAS, 
sequential ASCII, and (for FARS only, not GES) SQL file 
formats. FARS data can also be accessed on the world wide web at 
www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov. Requests for more information from 
FARS or GES or for a copy of the data files, should be directed to: 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

National Center for Statistics and Analysis, NRD-3 1 

400 Seventh Street, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

202-366-4198, 1-800-934-8517, or 202-366-7078 (FAX) 
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Exhibit 1. 2001 Traffic Fatalities by State and 
Percent Change from 2000 
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Exhibit 2. Crashes by Crash Severity, 1991-2001 
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2,008,000 


4,073,000 


6,117,000 


1992 


34,942 


1,991,000 


3,974,000 


6,000,000 


1993 


35,780 
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4,048,000 


6,106,000 


1994 


36,254 
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6,496,000 
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37,241 
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37,324 


2,149,000 
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37,107 


2,029,000 
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2,054,000 
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37,795 


2,003,000 
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Exhibit 3. Fatality and injury Rates per Population and 
Vehicle Miles Traveled, 1991-2001 
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41,717 
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3,097,000 
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1992 


3,070,000 
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1,204 


2,247 


137 


1993 


3,149,000 


257,783 


1,222 


2,296 


137 


1994 


3,266,000 


260,327 


1,255 


2,358 


139 


1995 


3,465,000 
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1,319 


2,423 


143 


1996 


3,483,000 


265,229 


1,313 
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1997 


3,348,000 
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1,250 


2,562 
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1998 


3,192,000 


270,248 


1,181 
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121 


1999 


3,236,000 


272,691 


1,187 


2,691 


120 


2000 


3,189,000 


282,125 


1,130 


2,747 


116 


2001 


3,033,000 


284,797 


1,065 


2,781 


109 



Sources: Vehicle Miles Traveled — Federal Highway Administration; 
Population — U.S. Bureau of the Census. 
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Exhibit 4. Vehicies Involved in Crashes 
by Vehicle Type and Crash Severity, 2001 
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Exhibit 5. Passenger Car Occupant Fatality and Injury 
Rates per Vehicle Miles Traveled, 1991-2001 
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1,411,655 


22,385 


1.59 


2,235,000 
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1992 


1,436,035 


21,387 


1.49 


2,232,000 


155 


1993 


1,445,106 
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1.49 
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157 


1994 


1,459,208 
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1.51 


2,364,000 
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1995 
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1996 
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2,458,000 
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1997 
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Exhibit 6. Light Truck Occupant Fatality and Injury 
Rates per Vehicle Miles Traveled, 1991-2001 
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1991 


595,924 


8,391 


1.41 


563,000 


94 


1992 


642,397 


8,098 


1.26 


545,000 


85 


1993 


675,353 
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1.26 
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89 


1994 
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1.25 
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89 


1995 
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1997 
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1998 
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1999 


903,314 
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1.25 
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94 


2000 


942,853 


11,526 
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887,000 


94 


2001 


972,649 


1 1 ,677 


1.20 


861,000 


88 



Source: Vehicle Miles Traveled — Federal Highway Administration. 
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Exhibit 7. Large Truck Occupant Fatality and Injury 
Rates per Vehicle Miles Traveled, 1991-2001 
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Exhibit 8. Motorcycle Occupant Fatality and Injury Rates 



per Vehicle Miles Traveled, 1991-2001 
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9,557 
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10,469 
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9,529 


3,181 


33.38 


60,000 
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Source: Vehicle Miles Traveled— Federal Highway Administration. 
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Exhibit 9. Fatalities in School Bus-Related Crashes, 
1991-2001 
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Exhibit 11. Persons Killed During Holiday Periods, 
by Alcohol Involvement, 1991-2001 
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62 
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1992 


164 ( 1 ) 


74 
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1993 


370 ( 3 ) 
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1994 
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56 
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54 
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1996 
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55 
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49 


1997 
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67 


51 1 ( 3 ) 


49 
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1998 


545 ( 4 ) 
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479 ( 3 ) 
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1999 


354 ( 3 ) 


55 


500 ( 3 ) 
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2000 


469 ( 3 ) 
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1993 


522 ( 3 ) 


59 


569 ( 4 ) 


49 


402 ( 3 ) 


56 


1994 


494 ( 3 ) 


58 


575 ( 4 ) 


50 


455 ( 3 ) 


51 


1995 


511 ( 3 ) 


51 


527 ( 4 ) 


53 


358 ( 3 ) 
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1996 


525 ( 3 ) 


54 


579 ( 4 ) 
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166 ( 1 ) 
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507 ( 3 ) 
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54 
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53 
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51 
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48 
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*The number of whole days in the holiday period is shown in parentheses. The length of 
the holiday period depends on the day on which the legal holiday falls, as follows: • If the 
holiday falls on Monday, the holiday period is from 6:00 pm Friday to 5:59 am Tuesday. 

• If the holiday falls on Tuesday, the holiday period is from 6:00 pm Friday to 5:59 am 
Wednesday. • If the holiday falls on Wednesday, the holiday period is from 6:00 pm 
Tuesday to 5:59 am Thursday. • If the holiday falls on Thursday, the holiday period is 
from 6:00 pm Wednesday to 5:59 am Monday. • If the holiday falls on Friday, the holiday 
period is from 6:00 pm Thursday to 5:59 am Monday. 

“Blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.01 grams per deciliter (g/dl) or greater. NHTSA 
estimates alcohol involvement when alcohol test results are unknown. 
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Exhibit 12. Drivers in Fatal Crashes by Blood Alcohol 
Concentration (BAC) and Sex, 1982-2001 
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40,954 
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24 
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1998 


40,816 
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1999 


41,012 
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41,795 
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2001 


41,711 


29 


24 


14,867 
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13 



Note; NHTSA estimates alcohol involvement when alcohol test results are 
unknown. 
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Exhibit 13. Pedestrians Killed, 14 Years and Older, by 
Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC), 1982-2001 




Note: NHTSA estimates alcohol involvement when alcohol test results are 
unknown. 
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Exhibit 14. Persons Killed, by Age and Highest 
Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) in the Crash, 2001 
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Exhibit 15. Age and Alcohol, 2001 





S®S81 


laiil€rai) 

IfiBAair 


BHBli 


V XT 


\'s^ Jit.: 

stWdifiati 

lil8® 




<16 


290 


33 


11 


484 


13 


3 


16-20 


7,963 


1,419 


18 


297 


86 


29 


21-34 


17,550 


5,203 


30 


837 


414 


49 


35-54 


19,508 


4,447 


23 


1,694 


814 


48 


55-69 


6,311 


677 


11 


638 


175 


27 


70+ 


4,808 


239 


5 


870 


60 


7 


Total 


* 57,480 


12,293 


21 


** 4,882 


1,589 


33 



‘Includes 1,050 drivers of unknown age. 

“Includes 62 pedestrian fatalities of unknown age. 

Note: NHTSA estimates alcohol involvement when alcohol test results are 
unknown. 
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Exhibit 16. Persons Killed or Injured, by Person Type 
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Exhibit 17. Related Factors for Drivers Involved in Fatal 
Crashes, 2001 









Failure to keep in proper lane or running off road 


18,274 


31.8 


Driving too fast for conditions or in excess of 
posted speed limit or racing 


11,371 


19.8 


Failure to yield right of way 


4,802 


8.4 


Inattentive (talking, eating, etc.) 


4,014 


7.0 


Operating vehicle in erratic, reckless, careless, or 
negligent manner 


3,385 


5.9 


Failure to obey traffic signs, signals, or officer 


3,016 


5.2 


Overcorrecting/oversteering 


2,000 


3.5 


Swerving or avoiding due to wind, slippery surface, 
vehicle, object, nonmotorist in roadway, etc. 


1,852 


3.2 


Drowsy, asleep, fatigued, ill, or blackout 


1,677 


2.9 


Making improper turn 


1,434 


2.5 


Driving wrong way on one-way trafficway or on 
wrong side of road 


1,152 


2.0 


Vision obscured (rain, snow, glare, lights, building, 
trees, etc.) 


1,050 


1.8 


Other factors 


8,604 


15.0 


None reported 


21,070 


36.7 


Unknown 


912 


1.6 


Total Drivers 


57,480 


100.0 



Note: The sum of the numbers and percentages is greater than total drivers 
as more than one factor may be present for the same driver. 
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Exhibit 18. Vehicle Occupants Kilied or Injured, 
by Age and Vehicle Type, 2001 
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Occupants Killed 


<5 


317 


180 


4 


1 


1 


10 


513 


5-9 


251 


177 


4 


7 


1 


13 


453 


10-15 


501 


339 


7 


35 


5 


57 


944 


16-20 


3.852 


1,489 


12 


256 


4 


70 


5,683 


21-24 


2,318 


1,105 


39 


390 


0 


34 


3,886 


25-34 


3,115 


1,959 


144 


857 


7 


86 


6,168 


35-44 


2,620 


2.143 


181 


789 


4 


71 


5,808 


45-54 


1,962 


1,699 


171 


573 


3 


46 


4,454 


55-64 


1,337 


1,080 


99 


189 


6 


43 


2,754 


65-74 


1,426 


776 


37 


61 


3 


28 


2,331 


>74 


2,490 


704 


4 


21 


0 


38 


3,257 


Unknown 


44 


26 


2 


2 


0 


61 


135 


Total 


20,233 


11,677 


704 


3,181 


34 


557 


36,386 


Occupants Injured 


<5 


39,000 


21,000 


* 


* 


* 


* 


60,000 


5-9 


46,000 


27,000 


* 


* 


1,000 


* 


75,000 


10-15 


81,000 


39,000 


* 


1,000 


4,000 


3,000 


128,000 


16-20 


373,000 


120,000 


1,000 


6,000 


1,000 


1,000 


503,000 


21-24 


225,000 


82,000 


2,000 


7,000 


* 


1,000 


317,000 


25-34 


363,000 


162,000 


7,000 


14,000 


2,000 


1,000 


549,000 


35-44 


293,000 


175,000 


8,000 


14,000 


3,000 


1,000 


493,000 


45-54 


212,000 


132,000 


8,000 


13,000 


2,000 


1 .000 


367,000 


55-64 


126,000 


55,000 


3,000 


4,000 


1,000 


1,000 


189,000 


65-74 


88,000 


32,000 


1,000 


1,000 


* 


* 


123,000 


>74 


82,000 


16,000 


* 


* 


* 


* 


98,000 


Total 


1,927,000 861,000 29,000 


60,000 


15,000 


9,000 : 


2,901,000 



*Less than 500. 
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Exhibit 19. Percent Rollover Occurrence by Vehicle 
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Exhibit 20. Vehicie Occupants Killed or Injured, 
by Vehicle Type and Ejection, 2001 
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Page 21 FARS/GES 2001 Data Summary 

Exhibit 21. Occupants Killed or Injured In Two-Vehicle 
Crashes, by Vehicle Types Involved, 2001 




^Vehicle Xvagstlhvotved 






W- 



;Killed! 






-=*'’>'fp0e|i,icleL 
























^#5S#rdtal#»Sa' 

pccupantsM 



Passenger Car 


— 


Passenger Car 




3,289 


Passenger Car 


4,375 


Light Truck 


1,150 


5,525 


Passenger Car 


1,739 


Large Truck 


25 


1,764 


Passenger Car 


21 


Motorcycle 


686 


707 


Passenger Car 


81 


Bus 


0 


81 


Passenger Car 


103 


Other/Unknown 


43 


146 


Light Truck 


— 


Light Truck 




1,608 


Light Truck 


1,183 


Large Truck 


36 


1,219 


Light Truck 


5 


Motorcycle 


645 


650 


Light Truck 


58 


Bus 


3 


61 


Light Truck 


54 


Other/Unknown 


92 


146 


Large Truck 


— 


Large Truck 




102 


Large Truck 


0 


Motorcycle 


89 


89 


Large Truck 


2 


Bus 


7 


9 


Large Truck 


5 


Other/Unknown 


23 


28 


Motorcycle 


— 


Motorcycle 




45 


Motorcycle 


5 


Bus 


0 


5 


Motorcycle 


36 


Other/Unknown 


3 


39 


Bus 


— 


Bus 




1 


Bus 


0 


Other/Unknown 


3 


3 


Other/Unknown 


— 


Other/Unknown 




61 


Total Occupants Killed 




15,578 




SSiiyelilciSliiyji 


iiinidiiidii^i 




SSSiniuiiid'itS 


Passenger Car 


— 


Passenger Car 




767,000 


Passenger Car 


472,000 


Light Truck 


306,000 


779,000 


Passenger Car 


50,000 


Large Truck 


6,000 


56,000 


Passenger Car 


2,000 


Motorcycle 


18,000 


21,000 


Passenger Car 


6,000 


Bus 


5,000 


11,000 


Passenger Car 


1,000 


Other/Unknown 


2,000 


3,000 


Light Truck 


— 


Light Truck 




207,000 


Light Truck 


21,000 


Large Truck 


5,000 


26,000 


Light Truck 


1,000 1 


Motorcycle 


11,000 


11,000 


Light Truck 


2,000 1 


Bus 


5,000 


6,000 


Light Truck 


1 ,000 Other/Unknown 


2,000 


2,000 


Large Truck 


— 1 


Large Truck 




2,000 


_ Total Occupants Injured . 




1,895,000 
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Exhibit 22. Passenger Car, Light Truck, and Large Truck 
Occupants Killed or Injured, by Age and Restraint Use, 
2001 




Note: Restraint use is determined by police and may be overreported for 
survivors. 
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Exhibit 23. Restraint Use by Children Under 5 Years Oid, 
2000 





^RestrairJM:? 

illlilleiill 

SilSiSB 




iWiSi 


Overall 


91 


Rush Hour 


95 


Infants (<1 Year) 


95 


Non-Rush Hour 


92 


Toddlers (1 to 4 Years) 


91 


Weekday 


94 


Passenger Cars 


92 


Weekend 


84 


Light Trucks 


98 


City 


96 


Front Seat 


94 


Suburban 


94 


Back Seat 


91 


Rural 


72 



Source; NHTSA, National Occupant Protection Use Survey (NOPUS). 
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Exhibit 24. Fatalities and Injuries in Crashes Involving 
Large Trucks, 2001 







lispniw 

iSlMftSlfe* 


Occupants of Large Trucks 


704 


14 


Single-Vehicle Crashes 


471 


9 


Multiple-Vehicle Crashes 


233 


5 


Occupants of Other Vehicles in Crashes 
Involving Large Trucks 


3,940 


78 ! 


Nonoccupants (Pedestrians, Pedalcyclists, etc.) 


438 


9 


Total 


5,082 


100 








Occupants of Large Trucks 


29,000 


23 


Single-Vehicle Crashes 


13,000 


10 


Multiple-Vehicle Crashes 


16,000 


12 


Occupants of Other Vehicles in Crashes 
Involving Large Trucks 


99,000 


75 


Nonoccupants (Pedestrians, Pedalcyclists, etc.) 


3,000 


2 


Total 


131,000 


100 



Exhibit 25. Principal Impact Points in Two-Vehicle 



Fatal Crashes Involving Large Trucks, 2001 




^Piil 
















ins 








32% 


17% 


13% 


6% 


68%^ 




8% 


<1% 


<1% 


<1% 


9% 




5% 


<1% 


<1% 


<1% 


7% 




15% 


<1% 


<1% 


<1% 


16% 




60% 


19% 


14% 


7% 


100% 
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Exhibit 26. Speeding Drivers in Fatal Crashes 
by Age and Sex, 2001 
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Exhibit 27. Lives Saved by Restraint Use, Air Bags, 
and 21 -Year-Old Minimum Legal Drinking Age Laws 
and Potential Lives Saved at 100 Percent Safety Belt 
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mm 


mmm. 
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ti|llfiei® i 


1975 




33 


3 


978 




0 


823 


412 


14,279 




1,164 . 


1976 




14 


6 


796 




0 


788 


436 


14,647 




1,189 i 


1977 




32 


3 


682 




0 


970 


474 


15,142 




1,472 ^ 


1978 




21 


4 


679 




0 


900 


509 


16,220 




1,588 ; 


1979 




45 


4 


594 




0 


885 
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1,676 ^ 


1980 




39 


10 


575 




0 


871 
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16,305 




1.744 1 
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62 


7 
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0 


843 
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1.667 


1982 


68 


7 
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0 


816 
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13,928 




1,528 i 


1983 
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809 
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735 
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1.450 1 


1984 


111 


15 
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0 


813 
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135 


18 
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34 
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807 


840 


16,822 


1,558 i 
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41 
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667 


1,071 


17,819 


1,364 


1988 


209 


39 


5,959 
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605 


1,148 


18,633 


1,237 ' 


1989 


197 


41 


6,333 
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530 


1,093 


18,589 


1,064 


1990 


193 


29 


6,592 


37 


602 


1,033 


18,353 


1,115 


1991 


217 


30 


7,011 




68 


531 


941 


17,650 


968 


1992 


232 


36 


7,390 


100 


559 


795 


17,215 


856 


1993 


247 


39 


8,347 


169 


572 


816 


17,985 


875 


1994 


250 


58 


9,206 


276 


518 


848 


18,726 


818 


1995 


232 


47 


9,790 


470 


506 


851 


19,663 


791 / 


1996 


313 


, 52 


10,414 


686 


490 


846 


20,169 


769 


1997 


266 


1 46 


10,750 


842 


486 


846 


20,355 


752 


1998 


244 55 


11,018 


1,043 


500 


1 861 


20,370 


807 


1999 


277 30 


11,197 


1,263 


551 


901 


20,750 


877 


2000 


282 33 


1 1 ,889 


1,584 


631 


922 


21,127 


1,013 


2001 


235 34 


12,144 


1,816 


674 927 


21,311 


1,118 ! 


Total 4,353 731 


147,246 


8,369 


18,461 


1 20,970 


471,237 


32,584 
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